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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, July 8th, the WFRC club convened the 
third monthly outdoor meeting to be held at the flying 
field in Montissippi Park this flying season.
 Attendance consisted of the 5 club officers and 4 
members. 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by club 
president, Joel Dirnberger. Meeting minutes for the 
June meeting were approved as published in the July 
newsletter without additions or corrections.
 Treasurer Perry Dziuk reported that there is 
$4813.87 in the treasury. The activity for the month 
included $230 of dues deposited and payment of 
invoices from the portable toilet rental and grass 
cutting service.
 It was noted that there are some weeds growing 
through the mesh in the taxiway fabric. A couple of 
members will spray them with herbicide and see if that 
puts a stop to the problem. If not we might 
investigate coating that taxiways with some asphalt 
driveway sealer.
 The current punch-list of items for completing the 
runway project includes taping the center seams with 
roofing repair tape and putting in parking lot 
demarcation posts. The posts have been purchased 
and partial order of the tape has been ordered and will 
be shipping. The suggestion of a permanent charcoal 
grill is still being discussed pending how well the small 
grill Mark Shobe got for the last club picnic fly holds 
up for the season.
 Mark Shobe is preparing for the July club picnic fly 
to be held July 19th. He asked for approval to use up 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, August 12th, 

2014. It will be held at the Montissippi 
Flying Field.

to $200 of club funds for prizes at the event. He has 
also gotten donated merchandise for prizes from 
hobby vendors and shops in the area. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM

Upcoming Events
WFRC Picnic Fun Fly - The monthly club event 
will be held on Saturday, August 23rd at Montissippi 
Park. Normal start time is 10 AM with lunch at noon. 
The club will provide grilled food and beverages. 
Members and their family/friends are invited. Can 
bring deserts or dish to pass. A current AMA 
membership is required to fly.
EAA Maple Lake Chapter Fly-in Pork Chop 
Dinner - The 28th annual event is being held at the 
Maple Lake Airport on Saturday, August 16th. The 
dinner will begin serving at 11:30 AM. The WFRC 
Club is invited to bring model aircraft for static display. 
There will be craft show booths at the airport and 
shuttle running into downtown for the Gear-Head 
Show and Swap Meet.
WFRC Flight Demo Day for EAA Chapter 878 
- On Saturday, September 6th, the WFRC Club is 
inviting the EAA chapter members to our field for a 
day of RC flight demos. There will be planes set up for 
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the EAA members to try their hand at flying with the 
help of club members. The event starts at 10 AM with 
noontime lunch.
ACRC Electric Fun Fly - On Saturday, September 
6th, the Anoka County Club will hold this annual 
event at their club field in East Bethel. Check their 
web site for more details (http://www.anoka-rc.com)

WFRC Runway Project Progress 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 The subject article in the June newsletter left off 
with the runway completed and a redo of the center 
section to eliminate excessive slack that appeared not 
to want to shrink out. 
 The week leading up to the July 19th Club Picnic Fly 
found a crew consisting of Leo Davids, Clare Madsen 
and Jeff Pederson laying out and driving posts for the 
parking lot demarcation line to create an area for 
spectators and fliers pop-up tents behind the pit area. 
 On another evening, Curt Smallwood and Joel 
Dirnberger joined with Leo to try a couple of 50-foot 
rolls of roof repair tape to finish the exposed runway 
seams. It appeared to go as successfully as the taping 
had gone on the taxiway seams. There were three more 
rolls that can go down from the initial order Leo 
obtained and then he will order 6 more rolls to totally 
cover both runway seams.
 The day before the July 19th Club Picnic Fly, Leo 
borrowed a line painter that Curt Smallwood got from 
his employer and ran lines to help “visualize” the 
parking arrangements behind the post line. This 
helped designate about 2 dozen slots along the length 
of the field either side of the shelter. These are not 
that permanent, only athletic field paint put on the 
grass and dirt in the parking area.
 As of July 8th, the club treasurer has paid out 
$3771.47 of expenses against the runway project. With 
the income for the project from member dues ($20 
additional each), donations, member loan and AMA 
improvement grant we have accrued $3972.40. So the 
club's treasury reserve has yet to be needed to fund the 
project thus far.
 As of an inspection on August 2nd, the runway mat 
has shrunk enough that there are no wrinkles, let alone 
slack, in any area of the surface. There are a few weeds 
again peeking through the taxiway mat but overall the 
herbicide seems to be holding the taxiway weed 
problem in check. Weeds along the buried edges of 
the runway are getting obtrusive and will need a dose 
of  herbicide to set them back. 

WFRC July Club Picnic Fly 
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Saturday, July 19th, the club held the second 
social/flying event of the summer season at the 
Montissippi Park field. The wind was a little more than 
was forecasted or we had hoped for. There were some 
late morning showers that passed through the area but 
not enough to threaten holding the event.
 Mark Shobe had amassed a fair amount of small 
value prizes and two nice aircraft for major prizes, all 
to be drawn for from the 14 pilots who registered and 
that put in a flight during the event. Mark also ran a 
50/50 cash raffle that collected $65 in entries. The 
aircraft in the pilot raffle went to Bill Nybakken (Eflite 
Extra 260 from Krammer Hobbies) and Dan Michael 
(ParkZone T-28 from HobbyZone Hobbies). The $33 
cash in the 50/50 raffle was won by Steve Pauley.
 Mark Shobe grilled up a lunch for all the pilots and 
their guests at noon. There were plenty of hamburgers 
and hot dogs as the main course along with salads, 
deviled eggs, and chips. The desert treats were also 
bountiful.
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Watts Over Owatonna 2014
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary

 This event reached its 5th year as a premier annual 
gathering of electric RC fliers in the upper Midwest. 
Some attendees are now traveling farther than just the 
five states that surround Minnesota. My brother from 
New York joined me this year for my second visit to 
the SMMAC host club field in the Southern Minnesota 
farm country. 
 The late July weather was less than ideal for much of 
the time but that didn't stop a record number of 
participants from registering to fly at “Watts”. Even in 
the pouring rain, a few hardy pilots were out there 
splashing their float planes onto and off of the 
runway. 
 There were plenty of decent flying conditions 
during the Thursday to Saturday window to get 
whatever you brought along up and down safely as 
attested to by the variety of aircraft that flew. The 
setup of onboard lighting for night flying aircraft was 
also showcased at Watts with some absolutely brilliant 
schemes that make this spectacle rival a fireworks 
display.
 Our club's own Joel Dirnberger was a minor 
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luminary in every sense of the definition at Watts. He 
teamed up with Laine's Planes creator Laine Stahr to 
open night flying with their Gia Norman cow and 
clown airplanes. The link to the YouTube video is 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7C87eJ3H0Qk 
 Yet another offshoot of the Norman design that 
Joel engineered was the Be Be Norman formation 
flying team that was also featured a couple of times 
during Watts.
 Not to be lacking in mayhem, Watts offered two 
wild events for pilots to fly in, streamer combat which 
fielded about 28 planes in one giant hair ball and a 
mass scale warbird launch and fly which put up about 
26 aircraft for racetrack pattern of flying for almost 10 

minutes. For those with a strong stomach, there is a 
video on YouTube by by Harry Ballard from an FPV 
quadcopter flying through the heart of the combat 
hair bal l . (http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=feTdo_fFiso#t=60)
 If you like RC electric aircraft enough to buy, 
collect, fly and sell them, then you can't help but be 
endlessly entertained by everything you can see and do 
at Watts.

 
 
 

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

2014 Club Officers
............. ..................Pres  Joel Dirnberger 763-878-2252

................ ........................VP Mark Shobe 612-839-3935
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..... ........................Secretary  Leo Davids  763-263-3577
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7C87eJ3H0Qk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7C87eJ3H0Qk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feTdo_fFiso#t=60
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feTdo_fFiso#t=60
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feTdo_fFiso#t=60
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feTdo_fFiso#t=60
http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc
http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc
mailto:jedavids@charter.net
mailto:jedavids@charter.net

